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him to turn his attention to those plays of Shakespeare the scene of which is laid in Italy.    After much deliberation he decided to abandon the revival of " The Stranger " and " The Gamester/' and to produce " The Merchant of Venice" on a scale entirely unparalleled   in   its   magnificence.     The pains which he took were enormous : the ingenuity which he exhibited amounted, in the phrase of Mr. William Archer, almost to " spontaneous generation."    Up to that time,  no  play  had   been   mounted  with such  astonishing care and completeness. Mr.  Hawes Craven,  Mr. W.   Hann, Mr. W.  Telbin, and Mr.   Cuthbert  exceeded themselves   in   the   creation   of   marvellously realistic stage pictures ; the costumes were a delight to the eye, and recalled the pictures of Moroni and Veronese; the minor accessories,   though  extremely  elaborate, were exquisitely appropriate.    In the stage management   of   the   play,    Mr.   Irving showed something akin to genius.    Under these splendid circumstances, Ellen Terry